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3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) B All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . 13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Adam Cermak, reg. no. 40,391 on 2/14/05. 

3 The apphcation has been amended as follows: 
In the Applicant' response filed 01/26/05: 
A. Amend Claims 1 and 7: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for detecting partial conductor short circuits 
between a first end and a second end of a first conductor, the fibrst conductor including plural 
mutually insulated partial conductors which extend substantially in parallel between said first 
and second ends and which are short-circuited at said first end, said second end, or both, the 
method comprising: 

arranging an auxiliary conductor in parallel with said first conductor at a distance, 
thereby creating a first combined conductor; 

feeding a time- varying electrical signal into an end of said first combined conductor; 

measuring the propagation behavior of said time- varying electrical signal on said first 
combined conductor; 

comparing the measured propagation behavior with a known propagation behavior of a 
second combined conductor comprising a second conductor as a reference conductor, said 
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second conductor being similar to said first conductor but without partial conductor short 
circuits; and 

determining the presence of partial conductor short circuits within said first conductor 
from the changes in propagation behavior from said comparing. 

7. (Currently Amended) A device useful for detecting partial conductor short circuits, 
comprising: 

a retaining device; 

a conductor conq)rising ends and a plurality of mutually insulated partial conductors 
being short-circuited at least at one end of said conductor and extending substantially in parallel 
and an auxiliary conductor, arranged in parallel and at a fixed distance to each other in the 
retaining device; 

a signal source; 

a measuring device; 

an input lead; and 

a return lead; 

wherein the conductor is connected at one end via the input lead to the signal source; and 
wherein the auxiliary conductor is connected via the return lead to the measuring device. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this coihmunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Walter Benson whose telephone number is (571) 272-2227. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Fri 6:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-2180. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Walter Benson j 
Patent Examiner 





February 14, 2005 



